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Summary

Location: Basel, Switzerland 

The Patent Attorney II will perform, manage, direct, and leverage designated patent and related intellectual
property (IP) activities within the research and development (R&D) organization of Novartis.

About the Role

Your responsibilities include, but not limited to: 

Provide clear, informed and sophisticated counseling to Novartis R&D clients on opportunities to protect
their inventions, create IP portfolios, advise on publication strategies, and mitigate third party risks.
Build and manage patent portfolios for Novartis R&D projects by identifying inventions and preparing,
prosecuting, maintaining, and defending patent filings for them, especially in technical areas related to
new chemical entities, processes, platforms, and technologies, as well as clinical developments.
Render legal opinions with respect to patentability, validity, and freedom to operate, and formulate patent
strategies for Novartis R&D clients that secure IP positions, freedom-to-operate (FTO), and enable IP
defense(s).
Apply deep expertise in national patent law and practice, including patent trends and case law
developments, to devise patent strategies and advice.
Understand other forms of protection relating to regulatory exclusivity and apply as required.
Maximize effective communication with colleagues and leadership in the legal and IP function as well as
the R&D organization.
Build and manage external relationships with outside counsel and collaborators, including substantial
interactions within a multicultural global patent function.
Conduct due diligence assessments and counsel based on these assessments, including FTO,
infringement and validity analyses, and risk evaluation and mitigation.
Provide IP support for transactional projects, such as research collaborations and in-licensing
opportunities, including advice on contract drafting and negotiation.
Perform timely review of publication requests.
Deliver work results on-time, on-target, and within budget.
Continue professional development and contribute to development of IP colleagues.

What you'll bring to the role:

Relevant degree e.g. Chemistry or equivalent, plus some experience and exposure to drug discovery and
development processes utilized at pharmaceutical and / or biotechnology companies. Advanced degree
preferred MSc/PhD. 1/3



Registered to practice before European Patent Office
Proficiency in English required – spoken & written, other languages is an asset.
Demonstrated experience as a qualified patent attorney in a law firm or in the pharmaceutical or
biotechnology industry
Strong scientific background in chemical sciences; preferably including direct lab experience
Expertise in European and Patent Coorperation Treaty (PCT) law, filing process, and prosecution
practice; detailed understanding of counterpart US patent law and other major global patent systems
Strong customer-service experience & focus to build and sustain effective partnerships with key
stakeholders and project teams
Experience integrating global outlook and management of product lifecycle into decision-making process.
Effective analytical, presentation, and communication skills
Demonstrated ability to work both independently and collaboratively in a team
Well-developed research and critical thinking skills, and sound decision-making abilities, with attention to
detail to produce consistently accurate work
Strong organization and time management skills with flexibility, creativity, resourcefulness to successfully
prioritize and manage multiple, competing priorities simultaneously
Strong interpersonal skills (partnership, influence/persuasion, teamwork).

Commitment to Diversity & Inclusion:

Novartis is committed to building an outstanding, inclusive work environment and diverse teams representative
of the patients and communities we serve.

 

Accessibility and accommodation:

Novartis is committed to working with and providing reasonable accommodation to all individuals. If, because
of a medical condition or disability, you need a reasonable accommodation for any part of the recruitment
process, or in order to receive more detailed information about the essential functions of a position, please
send an e-mail to diversity.inclusion_ch@novartis.com and let us know the nature of your request and your
contact information. Please include the job requisition number in your message.

Why Novartis: Helping people with disease and their families takes more than innovative science. It takes a
community of smart, passionate people like you. Collaborating, supporting and inspiring each other.
Combining to achieve breakthroughs that change patients’ lives. Ready to create a brighter future together?
https://www.novartis.com/about/strategy/people-and-culture

Join our Novartis Network: Not the right Novartis role for you? Sign up to our talent community to stay
connected and learn about suitable career opportunities as soon as they come up:
https://talentnetwork.novartis.com/network

Benefits and Rewards: Read our handbook to learn about all the ways we’ll help you thrive personally and
professionally: https://www.novartis.com/careers/benefits-rewards

Division
Legal
Business Unit
Pharma Research
Location
Switzerland
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Job Type
Full time
Employment Type
Regular
Shift Work
No
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